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the convention; and it goes on to say that if any such
persons or company already have a satisfactory contract
with any local state for the construction of the canal,
such persons or company shall be allowed a year from
the ratification of the convention to complete their
arrangements, and only if they fail, shall the contracting
powers afford their protection to any other persons or
company.

This seventh article clearly refers to the American
company which had obtained a Concession from- the
government of Nicaragua during the previous year: and
indeed all the provisions of the treaty, so far as we have
already given them, point unmistakably to the proposed
Nicaraguan Canal, and to that alone. But inasmuch as
by the time of which we are writing two other routes had
been proposed, one through the Mexican province of
Tehuantepec, and the other through the Isthmus of
Panama, an eighth article was added to the treaty. It
is this article which is now the most important of all, and
with regard to the meaning of which so much con-
troversy has lately arisen. It declares that "The
Governments of Great Britain and the United States,
having not only desired in entering into this convention
to accomplish a particular object, but also to establish a
general principle, they hereby agree to extend their
protection by treaty stipulations to any other practicable
communications, whether by canal or railway, across the
isthmus which connects North and South America, and
especially to the inter-oceanic communications, should
the same prove to be practicable, whether by canal or
railway, which are now proposed to be established by
the way of Tehuantepec or Panama." The joint pro-
tection thus stipulated for is to be conditional upon the